DAUGHTERS   OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

the beauty, the charm, the simplicity and dignity of
the girl instantly won her heart, and the Prince was
sent for from England to speak for himself, while his
mother went on to Coburg to revisit the scenes of
Albert's youth. He was accepted, and the Queen
herself worded the announcement in the English
newspapers. cc The revered Prince Consort whose
sole object was the education and welfare of his
children had long been convinced that this was a
most desirable marriage." For her that was a
sacred ordinance, but Germany in general and
Prussia in particular were schismatic, and the fact
that the Crown Princess was known to have taken
a hand in the match, added to her growing unpopu-
larity. Apart from Germany's prescriptive right to
furnish English Queens, such a marriage was regarded
as an indication that England sympathized with
Denmark in the trouble now brewing over the
Duchies of Schleswig and Holstein. But Albert had
foreseen such objections when he selected the bride,
he had cautioned his son on the subject and that was
sufficient.

This feeling against the Crown Princess was
aggravated by the arrival in Berlin of Bismarck and
the inauguration of what might be called his reign
of twenty-eight years. He at once showed that the
principles on which he intended to govern were
precisely the opposite of the Liberal policies which
she and her husband stood for. In his first speech
in the Reichstag he declared that Parliamentary
Government was dead : autocracy, which meant his
autocracy endorsed by the King, had superseded it,
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